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APRIL 8

ST DIONYSIUS OF CORINTH, BISHOP, CONFESSOR

(SECOND AGE)

[From Eusebius, b. iv. c. 23 ; St Jerom. Cat. c. 80.]

ST DIONYSIUS, Bishop of Corinth, flourished under the Emperor Marcus
Aurelius, and was one of the most holy and eloquent pastors of the church
in the second age.   Not content assiduously to instruct his own flock with
the word of life, he comforted and exhorted others at a distance,   Eusebius
mentions several of his instructive letters to other churches, and one of
thanks to the church of Rome, under the pontificate of St Soter, for the
alms received from them according to custom,   " From the beginning,"
says he, "it is your custom to bestow your alms in all places, and to
furnish subsistence to many churches.    You send relief to the needy,
especially to those who work in the mines;   in which you follow the
example of your fathers.    Your blessed Bishop Soter is so far from
degenerating from your ancestors in that respect that he goes beyond
them;  not to mention the comfort and advice he, with the bowels of a
tender father towards his children, affords all that come to him.   On this
day we celebrated together the Lord's day, and read your letter, as we
do that which was heretofore written to us by Clement."    He means
that they read these letters of instruction in the church, after the reading
of the holy scriptures and the celebration of the divine mysteries.   This
primitive father says that SS Peter and Paul, after planting the faith at
Corinth, went both into Italy, and there sealed their testimony with their
blood.   He in another place complains that the ministers of the devil,
that is, the heretics, had adulterated his works, and corrupted them by
their poison.   The monstrous heresies of the three first centuries sprang
mostly, not from any perverse interpretation of the scriptures, but from
erroneous principles of the heathenish schools of philosophy;  whence it
happened that those heresies generally bordered on some superstitious
notions of idolatry.    St  Dionysius,  to  point out the source of the
heretical errors,   showed from what sect of philosophers each heresy
took its rise.    The Greeks honour St Dionysius as a martyr on the
^9th of November,  because he suffered much for the faith,  though
he seems to have died in peace;  the Latins keep his festival on this
day, and style him only Confessor.    Pope Innocent III sent to the
abbey of St  Denys,  near Paris, the body of a saint of that name
brought from Greece.    The monks, who were persuaded that they
were before possessed of the body of the Areopagite, take this second
to be the body of St Dionysius of Corinth, whose festival they also
celebrate.